
Advent 4 
December 18, 2022 

Divine Service 4 
 
Confession and Absolution 

 

350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 
stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 
feared. 

  



P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon 
Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before 
God and one another that we have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from 
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 
God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our 
sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 130:5–8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1 

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
 that the mountains might quake at your presence. 
I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
and in his word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the 
morning, more than watchmen for the morning. 
O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is 
steadfast love, 
and with him is plentiful redemption. 
And he will redeem Israel 
 from all his iniquities. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
 that the mountains might quake at your presence. 

 



Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by 
Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be 
quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10–17 
The Sign of Immanuel 

 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD 
your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But 
Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the 
test.” And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little 
for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how 
to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the boy 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land 
whose two kings you dread will be deserted. The LORD will 
bring upon you and upon your people and upon your father’s 
house such days as have not come since the day that 
Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 1:1–7 
Greeting 

 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set 
apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand 
through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning his 



Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 
and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to 
the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake 
of his name among all the nations, including you who are 
called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to 
be saints: 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
The Birth of Jesus Christ 

 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When 
his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they 
came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet: 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 



(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, 
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his 
wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And 
he called his name Jesus. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both 
the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 



     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Children’s Reading/Singing 
 

341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: August Lemke, 1820–1913 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 



Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P Lord God, You promised the virgin-born Son to reluctant 

King Ahaz, and in the fullness of time the Word became 
flesh. Open our hearts and strengthen our faith gladly to 
receive Your Son in the signs where He is present: not in 
signs of our own choosing, but in the Holy Word and 
Sacraments. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, preserve Your apostolic Gospel and its 
ministers. Cause the name and the resurrection of Christ 
Jesus to be proclaimed among all the nations, including 
among us who are called to belong to Him, that the 
obedience of faith may be brought about in every place. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, it is Your will that we live chaste and decent 
lives in all that we say and do. Preserve all couples who 
are engaged to be married in faithfulness and honor, that 
they may come to their wedding day without fear, shame 
or disgrace. Since Christ is Immanuel, who saves His 
people from their sins, clothe all brides and grooms in the 
forgiveness of Jesus, in which all can stand before You 
cleansed and confident of Your blessing. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, You do not bear with the tiresome flattery and 
unbelief of kings and rulers forever. Have mercy on us, 
Lord, and spare our nation. Clear away all empty shows 
of piety and renew genuine faith in the virgin’s Son, that 
His coming at the last may not be a sign against us. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, You named Your Son “Jesus” because He 
was born to save us from our sins. Give us repentant 
hearts. Do not let us bow to temptation or abuse His 
name by seeking our own way, but lead us to confess 
our sins and rejoice in His salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



  

P Lord God, look with kindness on the sick and those in 
any need [especially _____________]. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks for Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, who is truly Lord and ruler of the 
house of Israel. With the Holy Spirit, You spoke to Moses 
out of the burning bush and gave the law in terror to test 
Your ancient people, that the fear of You would be before 
them. As Moses stretched out his arm at Your Word to 
bring Israel out of bondage, and as he stood in the 
breach against Your wrath, so You have given Christ to 
redeem us with His arms outstretched on the wood of the 
cross. Grant that, as we recall with thanksgiving His 
advent in the flesh, we may always confess Him and 
remain watchful for His advent in glory at the Last Day; 
for You live and reign, ever one God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  
 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 
 

Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
 
 
 
 



P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. 
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown 
to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is 
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and 
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for 

You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 
  
In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John 
the Baptist, to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of 
heaven draws near. 
  



With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” 
confident that in His body and blood, given us to eat and 
drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim 
His death until He comes again in glory. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught 
us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 



Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Distribution 
 

623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray 

 

 

 
Text: Henry E. Jacobs, 1844–1932, alt. 
Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



636 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 

Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 
    Peace beyond all understanding, 
    Joy into all life expanding: 
Humbly now, I bow before You; 
Love incarnate, I adore You; 
    Worthily let me receive You 
    And, so favored, never leave You. 

 
 
 



6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 
    Jesus, joy of my desiring, 
    Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 
At Your feet I cry, my maker, 
Let me be a fit partaker 
    Of this blessèd food from heaven, 
    For our good, Your glory, given. 

 
7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 

You once left Your throne in heaven 
    On the cross for me to languish 
    And to die in bitter anguish, 
To forego all joy and gladness 
And to shed Your blood in sadness. 
    By this blood redeemed and living, 
    Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 

 
8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 

Let me gladly here obey You. 
    By Your love I am invited, 
    Be Your love with love requited; 
By this Supper let me measure, 
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 
    Through the gift of grace You give me 
    As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 

Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; (sts. 1, 4–5): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; (sts. 2–3, 6–8): tr. Catherine 
Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003463 
Text (sts. 2–3, 6–8) and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



353 Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring 

 

 

 

 
Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
Tune: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, 1698, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through 
the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 



Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 
 

355 O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide 

 

 

 

 
 
5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 

When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 
O Sun, arise; without Your light 
We grope in gloom and dark of night. 

 
6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 
O come, lead us with mighty hand 
From exile to our promised land. 

 
7 There shall we all our praises bring 

And sing to You, our Savior King; 
There shall we laud You and adore 
Forever and forevermore. 



 
 
 
 

            ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Sunday School:  At 10:15 am in the Lutheran Student 
Center.  
 
Bible Study: 10:15 am in the Fellowship Hall. We are 
studying Book of Ecclesiastes 
 
Thursday Bible Study: Noon in the Fellowship Hall we are 
studying, Book of Ephesians 
 
Confirmation Classes: Will resume January 4th in the 
Lutheran Student Center from 4:00 to 5:00 pm 
 
                                 Adult Choir 
The Adult Choir will sing on Sunday December 18, They 
will sing “Once Again My Heart Rejoices” 
 

                Service Schedule for Christmas Eve 

 

       Christmas Eve Service: December 24, 6:00 pm 

 

If you have any changes to the information listed in 

the membership directory, please contact Christy 

at treasurer@ilcrolla.org to correct this information. An 

updated membership directory will be available in 

January. 

 

Offering envelopes for 2023 are now available on the 

table in the Narthex. Please pick yours up as soon as 

possible. If you did not receive envelopes and wish to 

have a set for the new year, please contact Robert 

at financialsecretary@ilcrolla.org. 

mailto:treasurer@ilcrolla.org
mailto:financialsecretary@ilcrolla.org


 
Thank you for all your support this semester. We really 
appreciate the meals and snacks for Bible study and the 
encouragement throughout the semester. Have a good 
Christmas! 
-College Students 

 

 December’s Newsletter: there are copies on the 
table in the narthex for you to take. 
 
Leisure Lutheran: Cards and Games every Thursday at 

1:00 pm after Bible Class. Everyone is welcome to 

participate. 

 

New sign-up Sheets for- 2023- are now the wall: 

  

Communion Attendants: Jan to Mar, 2023 

Sunday Morning Bible Class Snacks: Jan to Mar, 2023 

College Refreshment Snack: Jan to April, 2023 

Altar Guild Schedule   Jan to Dec, 2023 

 We still need people for ( April,  Easter Month)                            

August, September, November. 

 

Lutherans for Life:  Messages from: Mary Wittmaier, LFL 

Rolla Chapter President. 
 

   Bulletin Announcement for Sunday, December 18, 

 
"Unlike Christmas ornaments, each baby is a unique life 
never to be replicated in all of history.  Each life 
brutally snuffed out by abortion will leave the world a lesser 
place for it."  A Life Quote from Lutherans for Life 
* litheransforlife.org 

 

http://litheransforlife.org/


 

 
There will be no Servant Workshop in 
December.  Servant Workshops will resume, Tuesday, 
January 17, 1-3 pm and 7-9 pm in the church basement.   
 
Thrivent members:  The beginning of a new year presents 
the opportunity for all Thrivent members to request two new 
$250 Action Team Grants to fund the non-profit project of 
choice.  Action Team Grants fund many LWML Servant 
Workshop projects.  To request an Action Team Grant log on 
to www.thrivent.com.  Please contact Sue Kamprath with 
questions regarding the Back Pack Program; Carla 
Roedemeier or Mary Wittmaier regarding quilts, pillowcase 
dresses, and/or Bags for Babies. 
 
Packaging Back Packs for area school children has 
resumed.  Please contact Sue Kamprath to participate in this 
project by requesting a Thrivent Action Team Grant to 
purchase weekend food items. 
To God be the Glory. 

 

Plastic Bags:  Plastic bags are again needed for the 

backpack program. 

 

Lutheran Hour Ministries Project Connect:  

    Messages from: Bill Wuenscher:  

Bulletin Announcement for Sunday, December 18, 

 

Project Connect Booklets can help people with relevant, 

Christ- centered messages connecting with them 

wherever they are. These free booklets cover a variety of 

topics and can be found on the rack in the Fellowship 

Hall. One booklet you will find there. 

 

  The Bully (6BE151) 

http://www.thrivent.com/


 

This Children’s story book is about a boy affected by 

bullying at school. He knew the bully needed God in his 

life, and he cared enough to pray for him. 

 

 

  COPIES OF "LIFE DATE", a quarterly journal of 

news and commentary from Lutherans for Life, are 

available for the taking on the table next to the church 

office door.  This publication is filled with life issue  

articles.  Feel free to take one and add it to your reading 

list this fall. 

 

 

  Parking Lot Special Fund: The new parking lot 

project is underway. In addition to the parking lot itself, 

we will need to fund (at the minimum) the following as 

part of the parking lot project: landscaping, parking lot 

lighting, and a new shed (to replace the one that is 

currently located where the parking lot will be). If you 

would like to make a donation toward this project--above 

and beyond your normal offering, please list "Parking 

Lot Fund" on your donation and place it in the offering 

plate. Any questions can be directed to Christy Rush 

(treasurer) or any Council member. 

 

 

 

 

                College Refreshment Tuesday,  
 College Refreshment Sign-up sheet for 2023 is 
now up on the Wall for Tuesday’s at 7:00pm, 
January to April 2023.                                       



 

 

                  The Flower Chart: 
 

            For 2023 is now up on the wall. 
 Please sign up for what Month and Day that 
   you would like to do. Thank You.  
 
Please let us know if you are ordering the flowers or 
are having someone else order them for you, or if 
you want us to order them. Also please let me know 
what you would like to have on the card.              
This is very important - when ordering please make 
sure that they have on the card who the flowers are 
from. Thank you 
 
 

 
 
 
This Sunday, December 18, the children will present 

their program during church.  Please have your child in 

the church basement by 8:30 AM so they can get into 

their costumes.  We WILL have Sunday School this 

Sunday, December 18.  We WILL NOT have Sunday 

School on December 25.  



Sunday School: Will start at 10:15 in the lower lever of 

the Lutheran Student Center. We’ll learn about creation; 

man’s fall into sin & that God promised to send a Savior: 

                             Lesson Summaries 

                                      Unit 4 

                          GOD CALLS A NATION: 

Lesson 14 

  Dec 18, 

 In today’s “Waterworks” lesson, we learn about how 

God provided water from the rock. Having moved their 

camp from the wilderness of Sin to Rephidim, the 

Israelites face a new challenge---no water. Despite His 

daily food supply, the people doubt God’s ability to 

provide water for them and their livestock. Moses cries 

out the Lord, who instructs him to strike the rock with 

his staff. Moses dose so and water pours out, providing 

all that the people need. 

 

 

 

 
 


