
  



Jesus – Light of the World 

 
HYMN: Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come   (LSB 350) 
 
INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
COLLECT 
P     We come to You, Lord Jesus, thankful that You have 

enlightened us with the counsel of Your wonderful 
gracious word of forgiveness for all our sins. We give 
thanks that You came to earth and paid the penalty that 
our sins deserved. Grant us steadfastness of faith to be 
at peace with one another, knowing that because of 
Your grace and love for us, we will be with You in 
eternity. 

 
FIRST READING  
P A reading from Genesis, the 1st chapter. 

  
In the abeginning, God created the heavens and the ea
rth. 2 The earth was bwithout form and void, and dark
ness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of G
od was hovering over the face of the waters. 

3 And God said, c“Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 

And God saw that the light was good. And God separated t

he light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and t

he darkness he called Night. And there was evening and th

ere was morning, the first day. 
 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

https://www.esv.org/Jb38.4-7%3BPs33.6%3BPs136.5%3BIs42.5%3BIs45.18%3BJn1.1-3%3BAc14.15%3BAc17.24%3BCs1.16-17%3BHb1.10%3BHb11.3%3BRv4.11
https://www.esv.org/Jr4.23
https://www.esv.org/2Co4.6


  
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P We do not always bring our sins to God, confident that 

our Savior has forgiven them all. Let us therefore 
confess our sins to our heavenly Father. 

C  I confess that I have sinned against You this day. 
Some of my sin I know—the thoughts and words 
and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is 
known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ, I ask 
forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest 
in peace. 

P  By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, 
and in Him we are forgiven. We rest now in His peace 
and rise in the morning to serve Him. 

C  Amen. 
 
PSALM Psalm 119:129–136; antiphon: v. 129 
P Your testimonies are wonderful; therefore my soul 

keeps them. 
C  The unfolding of Your words gives light; it imparts 

understanding to the simple. 
P I open my mouth and pant, because I long for Your 

commandments. 
C Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is Your way 

with those who love Your name. 
P Keep steady my steps according to Your promise, and 

let no iniquity get dominion over me. 
C Redeem me from man’s oppression, that I may keep 

Your precepts. 
P Make Your face shine upon Your servant, and teach me 

Your statutes. 
C My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do 

not keep Your law. 
 
 



 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

 
SECOND READING  
P A reading from 2 Peter, the 3rd chapter. 

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lo

rd one day is as a thousand years, and ta thousand years as

 one day. 9 uThe Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise vas s

ome count slowness, but wis patient toward you,1 xnot wis

hing that any should perish, but ythat all should reach repe

ntance. 10 But zthe day of the Lord will come like a thief, an

d then athe heavens will pass away with a roar, and bthe he

avenly bodies2 will be burned up and dissolved, and the ea

rth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.3 

11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, cwhat sort

 of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godlines

s, 12 dwaiting for and hastening the coming of the day of Go

d, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and diss

olved, and ethe heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 B

ut according to his promise we are waiting for fnew heave

ns  

and a new earth gin which righteousness dwells. 
 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

https://www.esv.org/Ps90.4
https://www.esv.org/Hab2.3%3BHb10.37
https://www.esv.org/Ec8.11%3BRv2.21
https://www.esv.org/Is30.18%3BLk18.7
https://www.esv.org/2+Peter+3/#f1-
https://www.esv.org/Eze18.23%3BEze18.32%3BEze33.11
https://www.esv.org/1Tm2.4
https://www.esv.org/Mt24.43
https://www.esv.org/Rv6.14%3BRv20.11%3BRv21.1%3BMt24.35
https://www.esv.org/Is34.4%3BIs24.19%3BMi1.4%3BNah1.5
https://www.esv.org/2+Peter+3/#f2-
https://www.esv.org/2+Peter+3/#f3-
https://www.esv.org/1P1.15
https://www.esv.org/Lk12.36%3B1Co1.7%3B1Th1.10%3BTt2.13%3BJd21
https://www.esv.org/2P3.10
https://www.esv.org/Is65.17%3BIs66.22%3BRv21.1
https://www.esv.org/Is60.21%3BRv21.27


 
GOSPEL READING  
P A reading from John, the 1st chapter. 
 
In the beginning was bthe Word, and cthe Word was with G
od, and dthe Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with
 God. 3 eAll things were made through him, and without hi
m was not any thing made that was made. 4 fIn him was life
,1 and gthe life was the light of men. 5 hThe light shines in th
e darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
  
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORY FOR ADVENT Jeremiah 23:5a, 6 
P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will 

raise up for David a righteous Branch. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The 

Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
P In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell 

securely. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The 

Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit. 
C This is the name by which He will be called: The 

Lord Is Our Righteousness. 
 
 
HYMN: Chief of Sinners Though I Be      (LSB 611) 
 
SERMON 
 
OFFERING 
 

https://www.esv.org/Rv19.13%3BHb4.12%3B1J1.1
https://www.esv.org/1J1.2%3BJn17.5
https://www.esv.org/Pp2.6
https://www.esv.org/Jn1.10%3BPs33.6%3B1Co8.6%3BCs1.16%3BHb1.2
https://www.esv.org/Jn5.26%3BJn11.25%3B1J1.2%3B1J5.11
https://www.esv.org/John+1/#f1-
https://www.esv.org/Jn8.12%3BJn9.5%3BJn12.46
https://www.esv.org/Jn3.19


PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
PRAYER FOR TODAY 
P Shine into our hearts, O Lord, and illumine every part of 

our lives, 
C so that we will be ready to rejoice at Your birth and 

be guiding lights for those who do not yet know 
Your saving grace and forgiveness; 

P for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus 

Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept 
me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me 
all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. 
Amen. 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 



For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  Son, 

and the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you. 
C Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN: Wake, Awake, For Night is Flying    (LSB 516) 
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