CHRISTMAS EVE 2022
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

THE OPENING HYMN MEDLEY

“HYMN: 368 ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in-spire your heav’n - ly song?
Come, a - dore  on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.
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Text and tune: Public domain



HYMN: 361 O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
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1 0 lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we  see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-1ly, how si-lent-ly The won-drous gift is giv'n!
4 0 ho - ly Child of Beth-le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go  by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to  hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’'n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter in, Be born in us  to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light
O mom-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.

And prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!

Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.

O come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el!
Text and tune: Public domain

THE INVOCATION

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Unto us a Child is born,

C: Unto us the Son is given.

ALL: Oh, come let us worship Him!



THE LITANY

P: We GATHER on this silent, holy night to worship our Christ,
C: the promised Immanuel, to be born to a virgin named Mary.
P: We gather on this silent, holy night to worship our Savior,

C: who is Christ, our Lord!

P: We gather on this silent, holy night to worship Jesus,

C: promised through Isaiah and the prophets, announced to the
shepherds, and worshipped this night around the world!

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

P: Let us light four candles and the Christ Candle this night. The
first candle is the candle of repentance. The second, the candle of
remembrance. The third, the candle of rejoicing. The fourth candle,
the candle of reconciliation.

C: The Christ Candle represents the true light that came into the
world.

P: On this silent night, we light the Christ Candle

C: that penetrates the darkness of our world and powerfully
symbolizes for us Immanuel, God with us!



HYMN: 366 IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR

1 It came up-on the mid-night clear, That glo - rious song of old,

2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come With peace-ful wings un - furled,

3 All  you, be-neathyour heav -y load, By care and guilt bent low,

4 For lo, the days havecome to pass By proph-ets seen of old,
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From an - gels bend - ing near the earth To  touch their harps of gold:
And  still their heav’n-ly mu - sic floats O’er all the wea - ry world.
Who toil a-long a drea-ry way With pain-ful steps and slow:
When down in - to the cir-cling years Came Christ as was fore - told.

“Peace on the earth, good-will to all, From heav’'n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains They bend on hov-’ring wing,
Look up, for gold - en is the hour, Come swift - ly on the wing,
His word of peace shall to the earth God’s an - cient prom-ise bring,

The world in sol - emn still - ness lay To hear the an - gels sing.

And ev - er o'er its ba - bel sounds The bless-ed an - gels sing.

The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the an - gels sing.

And all who take this gift will hear The song the an - gels sing.
Text and tune: Public domain

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P: On this silent night when we gather in this place to celebrate the
birth of our Immanuel, we acknowledge that we have too often made
much noise that drowns out the wonderful melody of His redeeming
love. On this silent night, we confess our sins:

C: Almighty God, I confess to you all my sins by which I have
offended you. I deserve to suffer for my sins both now and
eternally. |1 am sorry for all my sins, and | pray that you will look



on me in mercy and forgive me for the sake of Jesus, who suffered
the punishment for my sins when He died on the cross.

P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord, Jesus Christ, |
forgive you all of your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE CHRISTMAS COLLECT

P: O God, because You once caused this most holy night to shine
with the brightness of the true Light, grant that we who have
known the mystery of that Light here on earth may come to the
full measure of its joys in Heaven with You. We pray this
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord and Savior. Amen

HXMN: 374 GENTLE MARY LAID HER CHILD
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1 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;
2 An - gels sang a - bout His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him;
3 Gen-tle Mar -y laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;
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There He lay, the Un - de-filed, To the world a  strang - er.
Heav -en’s star shone bright-ly forth Glo-ry all a - round Him.
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He is still the Un - de-filed But no more a  strang - er.
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Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav - ior?
Shep - herds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an-gels sing - ing;
Son of God of hum - ble birth, Beau-ti-ful the sto - ry;
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Ask  the saved of all the race Who have found His fa - vor.
All  the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ring - ing.
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glo - ry!

Tune and text: Public domain



THE MAGNIFICAT
P: My soul magnifies the Lord,
C: And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.
P: For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant;
C: For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed.

P: He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His
name.

C: And His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to
generation.

P: He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud
in the imagination of their hearts.

C: He has put down the mighty from their thrones, and exalted
the lowly.

P: He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has
sent empty away.

C: He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His
mercy,

P: As He spoke to our fathers,

C: To Abraham and to his seed forever.



HXMN: 387 JOY TO THE WORLD
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re-ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let men their songs em -

3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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King;  Let ev - 'ry heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks,  hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove  The glo - ries of His righ - teous -

room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav’'n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow Far as the curse is  found, Far as the curse is

ness And won -ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’n, and heav’'n and na - ture sing.
joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far  as, far  as the curse is found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.

Text and tune: Public domain

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Isaiah 7:10-14
The Sign of Immanuel

10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 1*“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it
be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and |
will not put the LORD to the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of
David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also?
14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”



HXMN: 364 AWAY IN A MANGER
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1 A - way in a man - ger, no crib  for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask Thee to stay
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing He makes.
Close by me for - ev - er and love me, 1 pray.
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The  stars in the sky_  looked down where He lay,
I love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,
Bless all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And stay by my cra-dle till morn - ing is nigh.
And take us to heav - en to live with Thee there.
Tune and text: Public domain
THE EPISTLE: 1 John 4:7-16

God Is Love

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves
has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not
know God, because God is love. °In this the love of God was made manifest
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live
through him. 0In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so
loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if
we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has
given us of his Spirit. #*And we have seen and testify that the Father has
sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 1>Whoever confesses that Jesus
is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 6So we have come to
know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.



HXMN: 380 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING
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1 Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo - ry to the new-born King;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail, the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer -cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”
Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’'n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, Hail thein-car-nate De - i - ty!
Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,
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With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el!
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King!”
Tune and text: Public domain
THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25

The Birth of Jesus Christ

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. *°And her husband Joseph, being
a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.
20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary
as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She
will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had
spoken by the prophet:

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). 2When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until
she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.



HYMN: 367 ANGELS FROM

THE REALMS OF GLORY
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1 An - gels from the realms of glo-ry, Wing your flight o’er
2 Shep-herds in the field a - bid - ing, Watch-ing o’er your
3 Sa - ges, leave your con - tem-pla-tions, Bright-er vi - sions
4 Saints be - fore the al - tar bend-ing, Watch-ing long in

A5 Al cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God the Fa - ther,
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all the earth; Ye who sang cre - a - tion’s sto - 1y,
flocks by night, God with us is now re - sid - ing,
beam a - far; Seek the great De - sire of na - tions,
hope and fear, Sud - den - ly the Lord, de - scend - ing,
Spir - it, Son, Ev - er-more your voic - es rais - ing
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.

Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.

Ye have seen His na - tal star.

In His tem - ple shall ap - pear

To thee - ter - nal Three in One.
Refrain
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Come and wor - ship, come and wor - ship;
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King.

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON: The Nativity



HYMN: 379 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL sts. 1, ref, 2—4
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn-ing;
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come ye, O come__ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye cit - i-zens of heav - en  a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee____  be glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him  Born the king of an - gels:

Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!

Glo - 1y to God_____ In the high - est:

Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!

A s Refrain . . ‘
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O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!

Text and tune: Public domain

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS TO GOD



HYMN: 384 OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN
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1 Of

2 Oh, that birth

3 Thi

40 ye heights
A5 Christ, to  Thee,
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the Fa - ther’s love
for - ev - er bless - ed,
s is He whom seers

of heav'n
with God

be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -

When the vir - gin,

in old time Chant-ed of with
, a-dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
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gan to  be,

full of grace,
one ac - cord,
prais - es sing.
Ghost, to Thee
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He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,
By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
Whom the voic - es  of the proph - ets
Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing

He the source, the end - ing He, Of the

Bore the Sav - ior of

our race, And the

Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He

And ex - tol our
And un - end - ing

God and King. Let no
prais-es be, Hon - or,

things that are, that
babe, the world’s Re -
shines, the long - ex -
tongue on earth be
glo - ry, and do-
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have been, And that fu - ture years shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion  praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’'ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
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Ev - er - more
Ev - er - more
Ev - er - more
Ev - er - more
Text and tune: Public domain

PRAYERS

and ev -
and ev -
and ev -
and ev -
and ev -

er - more
€r - morc
€r - more
er - more
er - more



THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

(The pastor will light his candle from the Christ candle. The ushers
will light theirs from the pastor’s; then the candle of the worshipper in
each pew nearest the center aisle. It is requested that NO LIT
CANDLE BE DIPPED to avoid dripping wax on the floor. When all
candles are lit the congregation will rise and the service continues.)

THE BENEDICTION

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God the Father
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be and abide with you all.

C: Amen.

HYMN: 363 SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT sts. 1-3
e s
1 Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! All is calm,
28S8i - lent nightt ho - 1ly night! Shep - herds  quake
38 - lent nightt ho - ly night! Son of God,

all is bright Round yon vir -  gin moth-er and child.

at the sight; Glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-1ly face
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-derand mild, Sleep in heav-en-ly
Heav’'n-ly hosts sing, Al - le-lu - ia!  Christ, the Sav-ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
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peace, Sleep in heav. - en - ly  peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - lor, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Tune and text: Public domain



